
Friends of St Stephen’s Newsletter January 2023 
Thank you for your continued membership and support of the work of the Friends.  We 
wish you and your family a very happy, healthy and blessed new year.   

After an interruption of nearly two years because of the Covid pandemic, we were 
delighted to restart events with our Quiz Night in October.  Now we are planning more 
festivities for Coronation Year in 2023.  We have settled on the following dates but do 
keep in touch as there may be other occasions during the year that we’d like to 
celebrate.  Please keep these dates free and join us if you can. 

Soup Lunch Saturday 21st January at 12 noon  
£7 per person 
A range of home-made soups with bread followed by a range of 
home-made desserts 

Cream Tea  Sunday 7th May (time to be confirmed nearer the date)   
Afternoon tea to celebrate the coronation of His Majesty King 
Charles III.  There will be scones with cream, cakes, bunting and fun, 
followed by a special evensong in church. 

Quiz Night  Saturday 7th October at 7pm   
£8 per person 
Our Nosh & Knowledge evening will return with food, questions, 
prizes and lots of laughter. 

If you have any queries or would like more information, please contact us at 
friends@ststephenscanterbury.net 

 

Stained Glass in St Stephen’s 

You may be aware that we are currently raising funds to pay for repairs to our stained-
glass windows.  We thought it might be interesting to summarise what is portrayed in 
them. 

When we enter the church through the south door, we see the first window on the 
north side of the nave straight ahead of us.  It depicts St Francis of Assisi preaching to 
the birds.  This is highly appropriate as our anchoress, Lady Loretta, was a 
contemporary of St Francis and was instrumental in bringing the Franciscans to 
England.  An anchorite was a man or woman who chose to be walled into a cell to live 
a life of prayer and contemplation.  More details of Lady Loretta’s life can be found on 
our website at: https://www.ststephenscanterbury.net/loretta/  

The next two windows on the north side of the nave show St Peter the Apostle, 
identified by his keys (Matthew 16), and St John the Apostle, holding a book.   



As we move further down the nave, we turn left into the north transept.  In front of us 
is the north window which depicts the life of Jesus through his birth, crucifixion and 
resurrection.  To our left and right are clearly the oldest complete windows in the 
church.  The western windows show St Augustine of Canterbury and Ethelbert, the 
King of Kent, who made a gift of land for a Cathedral in 597.  The eastern window is 
divided into three, showing St George, Jesus blessing the children (described in 
Matthew 19) and St John.    

Now we enter the chancel where the window on the north side depicts the Trial and 
Death by Stoning of St Stephen, (as told in Acts of the Apostles Chapters 7 and 8).  St 
Stephen was one of the first deacons (ministers whose special responsibility is the 
service of the poor and those in need).  He was the first Christian martyr and is the 
patron saint of our church.   

The main east window shows Jesus as the Lamb of God with a dove, representing the 
Holy Spirit, above Him.  He is flanked by the four evangelists (Matthew Mark, Luke and 
John).  Below each of them are their traditional symbols (Man, Lion, Ox and Eagle).  
Either side of the main window are small windows showing St John (to the north) and 
St Stephen (to the south) dressed as a deacon. 

Returning to the transept, we turn to the south into the Manwood Chapel.  On the 
south wall is a large window which shows Mary visiting Elizabeth (described in Luke 1).  
The Archangel Gabriel had visited Mary to tell her that she would bear a son, Jesus.  
Elizabeth, despite her old age, was also expecting a baby who became John the Baptist.  
His birth had similarly been announced by Gabriel to her husband, Zacharias. 

As we walk back down the nave, on the south side we see a depiction of the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (as told in St Luke’s Gospel Chapter 2).  His 
parents, Mary and Joseph, are seen in the foreground with Joseph presenting a pair of 
turtledoves or young pigeons, in accordance with Jewish law.  Simeon is holding the 
infant Christ in his arms, with Anna beside him; both were devout Jews.  Simeon had 
been promised that he would not see death before he had seen Christ.  He is singing 
the Nunc Dimittis (“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people……”)  

Further toward the west, is another window showing St John. 

Finally, as we leave the church through the south door, we see fragments of medieval 
stained glass in the windows of the porch.  Further investigation is needed to discover 
more about these fragments and what the original window might have depicted.  


